Business Ethics Center of Jerusalem

Annual Report - 2005
2005 has been a challenging year for the Business Ethics Center. It marked the first full year of operations within the new structure adopted in 2004 and saw the development of important new sources of support and new international programming – primarily in North America.
Education Department 

Highlights: Co-option of Microsoft as leading sponsor alongside Pfizer. Strategic cooperation with the Ministry of Education, teacher training and publishing of teaching guides in three languages.

· Microsoft Israel Ltd. joined Pfizer Pharmaceuticals Israel Ltd. as leading partners in the Center's Intellectual Property and Ethics education (EDIP) program.
· The EDIP program's first teaching guide was produced in Hebrew, Arabic and English language versions and was launched at a major conference organized by the Ministry of Education. Over 1,000 copies have been distributed to teachers throughout the country.

· 270 teachers attended a total of 6 teacher training seminars run in conjunction with the Ministry of Education.
Corporate Department

Highlights: Seminars, publication
· A training seminar held by the Center at IBM headquarters in Petach Tikva was addressed by David Gebler, president of the USA based Working Values organization in January 2005. The seminar was attended by representatives from Bank Leumi, Teva, Bezeq and other companies and organizations.
· A training seminar for marketing managers was held by the Center at the BEZEQ training center in February 2005.
· Agreement was reached with The Jerusalem Center of Ethics at Mishkenot Shaananim, a project the Jerusalem Foundation, for them to partner the Business Ethics Center as co-publishers of the Israeli version of the (Washington based) Ethics Resource Center's "Guide to the Development of Codes of Ethics for Organizations".  The publication will be completed in the summer of 2006.
 
 Economic Ethics Department

Highlights: New Noaber Research project, Think Tank
· A new, major, research project, supported by the Noaber Foundation was initiated in January 2005. The project continues previous work on globalization and focuses on measurement of national economic performance. The guiding principle of the project can be summed up by the statement: "Metrics impact priorities". The objective of the project is to promote metrics consistent with a more holistic view of welfare and which will influence policy in a more progressive direction.



· The Center received initial support from UK philanthropist Lord Stanley Kalms to re-structure its Economic Ethics Research department into a Public Policy Think Tank. Leading Think Tanks in the UK were visited and consulted to assist in the process. The main outcome will be a change from the current almost exclusive emphasis on research to a new mode of active promotion of ideas and policies through outreach, publications, meetings and seminars.
Publications and Communications

Highlights: Ethicist Book published, weekly Ethics@Work column in Jerusalem Post in 2nd year, Jewish Ethicist Internet column in 5th year.
· Rabbi Dr. Asher Meir's Jewish Ethicist book was published by Ktav and the Business Ethics Center in both Hardback and Soft back editions in March. The book received excellent reviews in the Jerusalem Post, Jewish Press, Book List (Journal of the American Library Association), Metro West Jewish News among other publications. The website www.shamash.org  made it book of the month.
· Dr. Asher Meir’s weekly "ethics@work" column in the business section of the Friday Jerusalem Post has now been running for over 18 months. The column is also appearing on the JPost website and is seen by many thousands of people each week.
· The Center's syndicated Jewish Ethicist web column, also written by Dr. Asher Meir, is now in its 5th year and conservative estimates tell us that it is being seen by well over 30,000 people each week. Over 250 Jewish Ethicist Q&As are now hosted on our website.

Overseas activities – Global Integrity Network
United States – A speaker tour in Orange County, California in December by Pinchas Rosenstein led to the establishment of the Global Integrity Network as the international arm of the Business Ethics Center. The first chapter was established in Orange County CA by the Center in cooperation with a new local committee.
Outside lectures

Lectures and seminars were presented by staff of the Center to a number of audiences including: Rupin College, various teacher training programs, various high schools and seminaries.
In March Dr. Asher Meir testified before the Constitution/law committee of Knesset.
In November Dr. Meir was invited to present a paper at an international conference at the Univ. of Colorado on ethics of stem-cell research. During the same visit he also conducted a series of lectures on Jewish Business Ethics in New York. 
Finances & Administration
This has been a difficult year financially. Although we have seen an increase in support and donations, we are still struggling with an accumulated deficit from previous years. The appointment of Cecile Erez Blilious as treasurer and Motti Ben Shoshan, a trained accountant, as deputy director and CFO of the Center greatly improved our fiscal control and considerably cut our deficit by the end of the year. 

In addition to considerable cost cutting, we have now improved our ability to cost projects more accurately and to track expenditure for our individual projects. As a result we can now ensure that our funding requests more accurately reflect the real costs of the projects to the center.
The Board has set targets of achieving new revenue streams, especially through corporate support and fundraising overseas to allow the Center to raise sufficient funds to fulfill its primary objectives.
